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The election is just days away by the time you’ll be reading this. The fate of our oceans will fall, to 
a great degree, on the policy and actions of one person. I’m not usually big on making predictions, 
but I’m pretty confident that I know who that person is. Want in on the secret? Okay, go to your 
bathroom and look in the mirror. Voila! Yes, you guessed it too; it’s you!

We have been exposed to so much finger-pointing, and so many classic examples of missing-the-
point in this campaign, that it has only served to remind me more than ever of the importance of 
personal responsibility. The first big personal responsibility is, of course, to get out there and vote, 
and take someone with you. Ask around your neighborhood and the various communities in which 
you interact, to see if anyone needs a ride, or a short baby-sit so they can vote. 56.8 million eligible 
voters didn’t vote in the 2000 election. Perhaps some of them were too busy feeding kids or holding 
down two jobs to take the time. Simply carpooling to the voting booth with friends and neighbors 
is a great way to be patriotic.

Which brings me to my main point. At what point in history did it become un-American, or unpatri-
otic to be a conserver? Where did it suddenly say that sacrifice was no longer part of our national 
responsibility? We cannot continue to preserve at all costs a way of life in which we will contemplate 
no restraints. Sure, the policies of our government may likely change depending on who is elected 

President. But however positive or negative the policies 
of our government, and however dangerous the effects of 
various corporations, the root of the problem always lies 
with us, in our private lives. We must train ourselves to see 
that every issue that concerns us as ocean stewards always 
leads directly to the question of how we live. As author 
and poet, Wendell Berry frames it, “The world is being 
destroyed, no doubt about it, by the greed of the rich and 
powerful. It is also being destroyed by popular demand.” 
We are complicit in the problems we fight.

Berry goes on to explain that there are not enough rich 
and powerful people to consume the whole world; for that, 
the rich and powerful need the help of countless ordinary 

people like us. In other words, the problems we are worried about are caused not just by other 
people but by ourselves. And solving these problems is not just for organizations like the Surfrider 
Foundation, but for individuals, families, and local communities. In these pages we always talk about 
grassroots, but it’s usually in the context of tracing the grassroots up to its more powerful concentra-
tion manifested in the Surfrider Foundation.

I’d like to trace it back for a moment, to you, and to me. Where do we shop and what do we buy 
there? What do we drive, but more importantly, how and when and why do we drive? My friend has 
a sign on her car’s dashboard. It says, “Where are you going?” She says that in the six months that 
she’s had the sign in place, she has had second thoughts about why she was going to use the car, 
and has gone back inside the house many, many times. 

What are you washing down your sink, putting on your plants, or throwing in the garbage? As we 
all know, the ocean is downstream from everything; there is no escape. Surely we would never throw 
our used batteries in the ocean, but throwing them in the garbage, and then into a landfill, is some-
times the same thing. If you can’t be sure something is safe; then make it safe by not doing it, or 
not buying it. Make your own. Make do. Do it the hard way; it’s good for the soul, and it connects 
us to the world.

We also need a better way of talking about our connection to the world. Every choice we have seems 
to be a choice of technologies, and Jerry Mander, in his book In The Absence of the Sacred, taught 
me long ago an obvious but stunning fact; that all technology is introduced in idealized terms, by 
the entity most likely to profit by its acceptance. Read that again. As Chris Evans likes to say, “it’s 
kind of a no-brainer,” but one that we so easily forget. Every decision we make has a positive or 
negative effect on a landfill or a beach or a child somewhere in the world. Let’s work at informing 
our daily language with these connections. Let’s not tolerate those who give us only bad choices. In 
our hectic, corporate-driven world we often have more influence as consumers (what we buy) than 
as citizens (who we vote for). But let’s vote on both fronts, with our hearts.

I’ll leave you with my only piece of political advice: Stop tolerating in your leaders what you wouldn’t 
tolerate in your friends.    -Joe Mozdzen
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I took an ocean swim with one of my heroes last week. John Kelly has taken an almost daily swim circumnavigat-
ing the full length of coast and reef at Black Point, Diamond Head, Oahu since the 1930’s. Rain, gale, swell, failing 
light, whatever. John Kelly, grassroots environmental leader, inventor of the Hot Curl surfboard, big wave pioneer, 
modern “discoverer” of Makaha’s surfing potential, decorated Navy diver, Julliard-trained musician, and owner 
of one of the brightest, ego-less hearts I have ever had the privilege to know, may swim as ritual or metaphor. 
Swimming with him I got the “felt sense” that he swims for transcendence.

In my five years as Surfrider Foundation’s U.S. Executive Director, I was lucky enough to gain an early working asso-
ciation with John and Marion Kelly and the legendary George Downing. The three are founders of the extremely 
successful Hawaiian environmental grassroots organization, Save Our Surf. In 35 or more years, they have put a 
yoke of activism around the notion of “People Power.” Among their huge accomplishments they have halted a 
monotonous parade of improper surf- and habitat-destroy-
ing coastal development estimated in excess of several bil-
lion dollars. If you like anything about the Hawaiian Islands 
as a surfer, you partially have them to thank.

John, Marion and George significantly helped me to do my 
job here at Surfrider Foundation by providing guidance on 
Hawaiian issues, surf issues and coastal erosion matters. 
But more critically, outside of Surfrider Foundation, they 
provided the model of inspiration and focus that I needed 
to deeply understand what “grassroots” is all about. I have 
been honored to tell folks that they are lifetime Surfrider 
Foundation members. The message they related at every 
turn to me was: be professional, be prepared, do your home-
work on the issues and harness “People Power.” Their focus is 
that elegant. 

As many of you may know, I am leaving Surfrider Foundation 
as Executive Director, accepting a judicial appointment and taking a place as a volunteer assisting our national 
Board of Directors. What I hope I have left behind at Surfrider is that sense of focus. 

The focus that Surfrider Foundation has adopted has been woven into the fabric of how we work. We have 
learned to work respecting each other and our opponents. We have learned to be well prepared. We have set our 
professional bar much higher than at any time in our 20 year history. We have learned to always strive to achieve 
specific and measurable outcomes in our environmental work. We have begun to embrace perhaps this single key 
grassroots tenant: always be recruiting. 

Recruiting and building membership has been an idea of all great grassroots leaders, in modern times from 
Martin Luther King, Jr. to David Brower to John Kelly. Save Our Surf has a way of saying it through art. Years ago, 
John drew a well-publicized picture of big fish eating little fish. But in the cartoon, when the little fish banded 
together, the merciless eating slowed way down. 

Internally, at Surfrider Foundation, our focus on professionalism takes this form: a formal agreement on the 
core values and beliefs we bring to the task, chapter support, staying in our mission niche, securing victories, 
building membership around that, and listening, always listening. The result of five years of this renewed 
effort has been impressive. 

We have increased our capacity to tackle more mission, we have grown our U.S. membership by 10,000, we 
have created 15 new chapters, we have made great progress to become financially sustainable and we have 
made long strides in improving our internal culture.  

(continued on next page)

Farewell: 
Words spoken at parting, usually of good wishes
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I have a lot of people to thank for these past five years. My travels within the Surfrider Foundation world have taken 
me to places where our friends propelled me and informed my efforts for our work. Our chapter leaders, Advisory 
Board and Board of Directors, invited me into their homes and lives from Florida to Seattle and everywhere in 
between. Our activists became the muscle of our victory machine, allowing me to take checkered flags for the 
work on behalf of us all in beautiful coastal places all over America. Our general membership provided the funding 
or lifeblood to allow me and this entire organization to help create national water testing, protect specific coastal 
treasures, win hundreds of campaigns and lead an organization that educates thousands of school age recruits to 
carry on this struggle after we have all left the scene. Our national board and staff gave us all the skeletal system of 
support that we needed to become a national powerhouse of grassroots coastal environmentalism.

I’ll remember our work and the goodwill of those that helped me from Biarritz, France to Australia and from Asia 
to South America. And I will always remember the efforts of my brother Executive Directors in Japan, Europe, Brazil 
and Australia who do this hard work often under harsher and more austere environments of support with tremen-
dous results. I just remain in awe. 

I was a bit awestruck last week when John invited 
me to make the swim with him. Though he has 
become a man of few words, his speech is laden 
with wisdom. We stood on the high rocks before 
a windy, choppy south shore summer swell. There 
seems to be so much more water moving in 
Hawaii. He warned me to be sure to jump in 
exactly as he did; fins first, not too deep and in the 
trough of waves between these two rocks when 
the water was high. He said to swim out of there 
fast and meet him just outside this rocky impact 
zone where we would negotiate the reef pass 
together. I was concerned. 

Of course, I told myself, swimming anywhere with 
John Kelly was about as safe of a situation as you 
could be in. I will never forget what happened 
next. Just like I was reminded of the famous 
Edward Abby quote––you know the one where 
he urges environmentalists not to burn out and to be sure to enjoy nature. We swam out to our meeting point and 
as we started to stroke our way out of the reef John rolled over on his back, just looked up and said, “look up at the 
patterns these clouds are making Chris…” I did. 

We back-stroked our way with the currents through the line up at Black Point, around coral heads and under break-
ing blue-green waves. We were small below these cliffs of black lava and second homes. As he changed strokes 
and made course corrections, I tried to do the same and in time, I saw Debbie and the small pocket beach we were 
very carefully aiming for. When we all parted later that day I thought that this moment was a pretty good ending 
point for my five years of this phase of my Surfrider Foundation work. John and SOS embody the best I have seen 
in places around Surfrider Foundation. Ego-less, open-hearted, hard work for the benefit of future generations is 
its own reward. Of course, Surfrider Foundation works on a grander scale geographically, but qualitatively it will be 
able to use the work of John, George and Marion as an example for years to come. I know I will.

Thank you for your support and this opportunity to be of service. I have thoroughly enjoyed coming to know, and 
working with, so many of you. To those of you I have not met, please know that your quiet support has meant the 
world to me.  I look forward to continuing on and assisting in different Surfrider Foundation roles.

Sincerely, 

Christopher J. Evans, Esq
Executive Director

Surfing legend John Kelly and his wife Marion.  Photo: Chris Evans
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The Race for the Presidency Reaches the Coast
by Chelsea Murphy

“…It looks like a tough paddle for clean beaches and clean oceans over the next four years.  For every set of whitewater we face 
when the swell is up, there’ll be ten sets of ‘gray water’ for Congress to paddle through” -Brad Bonhall, Making Waves, Fall 1992.

   he sport of surfing is full of polar opposites. You’re either a longboarder or a shortboarder. 
You wear a leash or you don’t. East Coast vs. West Coast. Andy versus Kelly…  As such, perhaps 
it would be unrealistic to assume surfer’s views on this year’s presidential race would be any 
less divided.  

In a recent poll, visitors to the Surfrider Foundation website were evenly split in their sup-
port of the two Presidential candidates.  Without question, there are a multitude of serious 
issues at stake in this year’s election. However in looking at this year’s ballot strictly from 
the viewpoint of a surfing environmentalist, the question we must focus upon is which party 
or candidate best supports our country’s oceans, waves and beaches?

Each year the League of Conservation Voters (LCV), a nonpartisan not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to being the voice of the national environmental movement, publishes its National 
Environmental Scorecard. This report scores members of Congress according to how they voted 
on several key environmental issues, such as the recent vote on Department of Defense exemp-
tions (MW, March 03) and Offshore Drilling. Legislators were awarded numerical scores ranging 
from 0, which indicated the legislator failed to support any of the specified environmental 
measures, to 100, which meant that they supported all of the specific environmental measures. 
A failure to vote on any specific issues counts as a negative. When the scores were tallied, 
only two scores of 100 were handed out within the Senate; one for Sen. Pat Leahy (D-VT) and 
one for Sen. Maria Cantwell (D-WA). By contrast, 22 0’s were awarded. Significantly, all of the 
0 scores were issued to Republican Senators, with the sole exception of Zell Miller (D-GA).  

Party lines within the House of Representatives seemed to be similarly aligned, with all of the 
top scores (95 and 100) being awarded to Democratic Representatives, while virtually all of the bottom scores (5 or 0) being awarded 
to Republicans.

This leads us to question “Does this trend extend to this year’s Presidential candidates?” By most 
accounts, John Kerry’s platform is decidedly pro-environment. As a U.S. Senator, Kerry has authored 
or introduced portions of several ocean and coastal environmental acts or resolutions, including the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act, Sustainable Fisheries Act, and an amendment within the National 
Sea Grant College Program Reauthorization Act to prevent invasive species and algal blooms. Kerry is 
similarly positioned on a number of terrestrial environmental issues as well. 

However, Kerry’s record is far from perfect. While Kerry has been largely supportive of the environment, 
his failure to participate in several critical Senate votes may have compromised the environmental 
movement’s ability to win key battles. Of the nineteen votes outlined in the LCV scorecard, Kerry 
participated in only ten of them, resulting in a score of 53 (down from a score of 92 for the 107th 
Congress). Moreover, Kerry’s running mate John Edwards failed to vote nine times as well (along with 
two negative votes) which gives him a LCV score of 37––well below average from his peers.

With a platform emphasizing National Security, Energy and Economic Growth, the Bush campaign is 
decidedly less aligned with the national environmental movement. Despite touting on its website 
that its FY04 Environment and Natural Resources Budget is the highest ever, the Bush Administration 
has spent the last four years systematically dismantling numerous pieces of environmental law that 
protect our country’s natural resources. According to OnTheIssues.org, a nonpartisan web informa-
tion portal, the Bush Administration worked to weaken the Federal Clean Air Act, lobbied (and 
failed) to weaken the Federal Clean Water Act, and compromised the Marine Mammal Protection Act 
and Endangered Species Act by successfully working to secure exemptions for the Department of 
Defense.  

Still, the current administration has made some headway in protecting the ocean and coastal environ-
ments. The Bush Administration continues to support a moratorium on offshore oil drilling in California and Florida. The Administration 
has also worked to incentivize the establishment of conservation land through aggressive tax incentives.

With the election mere weeks away and the debate over which candidate is best suited to run the country only intensifying, nothing 
is certain save for the knowledge that no matter who wakes up a winner on November 3rd, there will still be a lot of ‘gray water’ for 
our leaders to paddle through.

T

Then presidential candidate, George W. 
Bush at the first press conferance held 
on his 1600 acre ranch. Photo by Peter 
Silva/ZUMA Press. © 2002 by Peter Silva

Democratic candidate for President John Kerry 
was seen kite-surfing off the coast of Nantucket. 
Kerry, who had been taking time at his Nantucket 
vacation home to work on his Democratic 
Convention speech, stayed out on the water for a 
few hours. Photo by C.J. Gunther/ZUMA Press © 2004 



Between the vastness of the ocean, the amount of information 
bombarding you, and the reality that you are only one person 
with a busy life after all— what can you possibly do that will make 
a significant difference in the right direction for our oceans and 
beaches? In the context of the upcoming elections amid growing 
concern about the state of our oceans and beaches, Making Waves 
sat down with Dr. George Basile, head of International R&D and 
Senior Scientist at The Natural Step and asked just that.

MW: We've got an election around the corner. All Surfrider 
Foundation members care about the health of the oceans and our 
coastal environment, but of course, most of us are likely basing our 
presidential choice on more issues than just that. The environmen-
tal records of both candidates speak for themselves, but what is 
the real difference? What world-view (or ocean-view) does our next 
president have to possess in order to make any positive effect on 
the conditions of our oceans, waves, and beaches?

G: That is the big question. Let’s not pull any punches because 
while the environment may have fallen off the political map in the 
wake of terrorists and war, our need for healthy oceans and planet 
has only increased. Bottom line: what we are doing today to stop 
degradation of the oceans isn’t enough. That’s a very big deal; as 
the oceans go so we go. Whoever is President next needs to under-
stand and believe that. Concepts like conservation and working 
with nature need to be viewed as the opportunities that they are. 
Manifest destiny as practiced in the industrial revolution needs a 
serious upgrade. It’s been said that nature bats first, last and owns 
the ballpark—that’s a reality we need to build into our policies.

MW:  Life is a crazy hectic dance for most Surfrider Foundation 
members. I love the beach, but what’s so different about today that 
we need to sit up and take renewed notice?  

G: First, let’s look at what hasn’t changed. Any vision of a healthy 
future requires a healthy ocean and a healthy planet. That’s just 
common sense and who wouldn’t want that anyway. Ocean fisher-
ies provide 80% of the fish we eat around the world. Photosynthetic 
plankton provides half the oxygen we breathe. The ocean is the 
largest global air-conditioning unit, which is a huge factor in the 
face of climate change. Plus oceans and beaches are fun. We all 
have that perfect spot, that awesome memory; it’s in human nature 
to love the beach. All of this makes healthy oceans and beaches a 
focal point for success in the short and long terms.

MW:  Agreed. So what’s changed?

What have changed over the last 50 years are our negative 
impacts, and, even more importantly, their scale. Now, our 
impacts are literally on the scale of the ocean itself. I know it is 
difficult to imagine or believe. The majority of the fish we eat are 
over-fished (about 70% of major fisheries are being unsustain-
ably fished). Globally, the ocean is increasingly polluted by per-
sistent chemicals, heavy metals, and piles of various waste. The 
world’s reefs are in trouble; many of the most familiar species 
are flagging. Can you imagine a world without the grace of a sea 
turtle or the living colors of the barrier reef? Do you want to? Our 
answer to the 175-ton blue whale has been a tanker ship that 
weighs hundreds of thousands of tons and burns 40 tons of fuel 
per day. That’s a lot of oil, and it seems there is not enough. We’ve 
lost wetlands and built up along our most pristine shorelines 
and beaches. Since the ocean chugs along no matter what, if we 
keep changing the mix too much it will spit out some results we 
don’t like—and might not be able to live with. (Editor’s note: for 
a deeper look at the state of the beaches see www.surfrider.org 
and for the oceans see www.pewoceans.org).

This is not “evil” or even “unnatural.” On the contrary, it’s how 
we, one species on the planet, are choosing to run things. It is a 
choice. Don’t let anyone tell you differently. And, here’s the key: 
Right now, we are making uninformed decisions—decisions that 
really do matter when we add them up—every day. We need to 
change that and we need leadership to help us do it.

MW:  Sounds grimly positive. To be frank, I know my surfboards 
are made of some toxic stuff, and I drive an SUV because it will 
hold all my boards and because we have four kids. Sometimes I 
feel like a bad guy when I'm sitting there at the gas station filling 
up my tank.  Are we all the bad guys?

G: This isn’t about bad guys and good guys. The real answer is 
better than that. It is about the decisions we make. It’s about 
choices. We have a lot of power over that. I painted the picture 
I did of both a wondrous ocean and a great challenge before us 
because those are key facts we should all be aware of; reality is a 
good place to start. In the context of the election we need to talk 
about the future we want and taking steps to get there. Right 
now we all feel our significant negative impacts. How about 
figuring out ways we can all have significant positive impacts? 
What type of leadership can help us make our vision of a healthy 
ocean and beaches become a reality? There are definitely things 
we know now that can help each of us make better-informed 
decisions on these fronts. We should hold all our politicians and 
leaders to that.
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MW: You brought up significance and leadership. Can even the 
president have any effect anymore? Our problems seem too big 
to legislate away. Will the pressure of population and unchecked 
growth overwhelm us all?

G: Well, we know a lot of damage can be done by following the 
policies we have. Why not the opposite? I’m an optimist. It’s not 
often that something so complex as the ocean speaks so clearly 
to people. The facts are there for us to act on, now more than 
ever. What a great opportunity, albeit a challenging one. One 
of the biggest challenges is that many of the negative conse-
quences we’ve seen—e.g. the scale of over-fishing, mercury in 
tuna, shark, swordfish and others, climate change, wondering 
if surfers and swimmers are really getting sick worldwide from 
polluted waters, etc.—are almost unbelievable. “Unbelievable” 
is a real problem. It makes the issues seem unreal, far away, and 
untouchable, no matter how important they are. It’s even hard to 
see these things from the beach when your toes are right in the 
sand. It makes it easy to confuse people about what is going on. 
We have to have leadership that brings these issues to people in 
a way that makes them come alive.  

MW: Is this being reflected in today’s political scene?

The facts have pushed their way into the policy arena. The U.S. 
and global community are recognizing that the past approach of 
reacting to problems and having no overarching strategy, includ-
ing a clear definition of success, won’t work. The next president 
will be mandated to rewrite US ocean policy early next year 
(Editor’s note: see US Oceans Commission Preliminary Report at 
http://www.oceancomission.gov). Whomever you vote for will 
have a significant impact on how we interface with the ocean in 
the future. 

Keep in mind that over the last 25 years there has been a big dif-
ference between the two parties in their approach. Republican 
leadership, led by the ‘80s Reagan administration, typically puts 
environmental and resource issues into buckets of dollars and 
cents, framing the issues as questions of economics and personal 
responsibility (i.e. cost vs. benefit and putting public resources 
into private hands). As one might expect, policy ends up being 
reactive to short term economic concerns. It often leaves out, or 
only tangentially addresses, a number of long-term issues that 
do not easily fit into a balance sheet, critical things like climate 
change, global water pollution, and surfers’ health. Taking this 
one step farther, the Bush administration recently described a 
concept of the “Ownership Society.” That sounds great, but if at 
the end of the day it means that today’s public goods like oceans 
and beaches are all “owned” in private hands…well, we’ve seen 
how that goes; the entry to the beach may look a lot like a toll-
booth, or not be there at all. That’s why Surfrider Foundation was 
created.  

The Democrats tend to frame the issues as broader social ques-
tions with economics as one component, and public rights and 
conservation as another. It’s not as easy to describe, but just as 
values-driven. Leadership in this arena holds that enlightened 
self-interest isn’t enough. A broader strategic approach with peo-
ple pulling together is also required. This approach could benefit 
from more rigor and a focus on successful outcomes, i.e. it’s own 
type of balance sheet. Today’s science can now bring that to the 
table. Keeping the pressure on and forcing that new knowledge 
into policies will be critical. Both groups often look at the oceans, 
the atmosphere, and the land as separate environmental issue 
areas and they really are not. Thus, there are some very different 
perspectives on the table this fall.

MW: You’re saying there is a window coming up to make a 
big difference. From your perspective what are some of the 
issues that should be front and center?

G: We tackle problems piecemeal and don’t address the root 
cause. As a result, current policies rely solely on past prob-
lems as a guide for the future. That’s like driving while only 
watching the rearview mirror. We know what we have to do 
though. We need to understand what success looks like and 
then get upstream of the ocean’s problems. Policies aimed 
at succeeding will build in four powerful strategic directives 
(Editor’s note: for a deeper discussion see “Sustainability: It’s 
All About the Beach,” Making Waves, Vol. 16, #3):

1. Moving off the fossil fuel pipe and phasing out our uncon-
trolled releases of heavy metals and other rare minerals; We 
know this. We can’t keep digging stuff up and just blowing 
it all around without some big consequences—like green-
house gasses and mercury-laden fish.

2. Decreasing, then eliminating, our release of persistent 
compounds that will build up over time; otherwise, it’s 
whales full of PCBs, breast milk full of flame retardants, holes 
in the ozone and piles of trash on the beach.

3. Managing our natural resources, like wetlands, forests, 
and fisheries, in sustainable ways; we can’t keep systemati-
cally paving over them, digging them up, or over-harvesting 
them. Who would argue that we could?

4. And, it also means supporting people’s ability to meet 
their needs worldwide. If we don’t, they can’t worry about 
being environmentally sane. There’s no way we’ll succeed if 
a huge group of our planet’s people are perpetually under-
served and unhappy.

This is not rocket science. It’s common sense, backed up 
by scientific consensus. It’s understanding principles for 
success and then working to implement them in ways that 
they build on each other. In this case, the ocean is giving us 
some clear guidelines. We have a chance to embed these in 
the future policy framework that the next President puts in 
place. That’s significant. That is the leadership we need.

(continued page 13)
7
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Congressman Frank Pallone

Thirty years ago, Richard Nixon––a Republican president––signed into law some of our strongest environmental 
protections, including the Clean Water Act, the Clean Air Act, and the National Environmental Policy Act.

President Nixon, for all of his flaws, knew that environmental protection was not a partisan matter.  Ensuring that 
our children breathe clean air, that our lakes, streams, rivers, oceans, and beaches were clean, and that our most 
precious public lands were protected was neither a Republican nor a Democratic issue ––it was an American prior-

ity.

In less than four years, George W. Bush dramatically changed 
all of that.

Using an unprecedented level of regulatory action and oper-
ating largely out of the public eye, the Bush administration 
has undermined critical environmental protections to ben-
efit special interests, all while the Republican congressional 
leadership has stood silent.

A number of Bush administration policies are endangering 
coastal resources, including our oceans and beaches and the 
fish we eat.  The Administration is proposing weak enforce-
ment of the Clean Air Act, allowing significantly greater mer-
cury pollution into our air and water, which can have serious 
health effects.  

The Administration also rejected limits on the amount of raw 
sewage entering our waterways while allowing an unprec-
edented amount of oil and gas development in sensitive 
coastal areas.  President Bush slashed funding for vital envi-
ronmental and coastal protection programs and attempted 
to weaken pollution controls that keep our rivers and lakes 
-- and consequently our beaches and oceans -- clean and 
safe.
 
These actions come from a White House that uses the com-

plex federal regulatory process to undermine environmental protections without generating big headlines.  Those 
of us who want to continue decades of progress on cleaning up our nation's environment have an obligation to 
fight.  

Last year, for example, we forced the Bush administration to relent on an attempt to remove Clean Water Act 
protections from non-navigable waterways.  However, many other environmental rollbacks have come without 
any oversight or approval from Congress, thanks to a Republican majority that is wary of taking on a Republican 
administration.     

As long as the Bush administration continues to favor special interests over our environment decades of envi-
ronmental progress will be in serious danger.  It's time to once again make environmental protection a priority in 
Washington by electing John Kerry President in November.  

With the upcoming election mere weeks away, the Surfrider Foundation contacted Congressman Dana 
Rohrbacher (R-California) and Congressman Frank Pallone (D-New Jersey), both longtime beach enthu-
siasts, and asked them their thoughts on the upcoming election, and how the outcome may effect our 
beach and coastal environments

Congressional perspectives
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Congressman Dana Rohrbacher

The presidential election this November will be among the most important in a generation.  At stake are the 
means and veracity which our nation will fight the War on Terror, tackle a looming Social Security crisis and con-
front the problem of illegal immigration, among other issues.  At times like these, I have a significant advantage 
over my colleagues in the House of Representatives.  To clear my head, I grab the Chuck Burns 9’ 6’’ and paddle 
out at Huntington Cliffs.  All surfers know the particular benefits of this therapy; the exhilaration of a glassy sunset 
session to put it all in perspective.   That perspective necessarily includes the fact that we must have good jobs 
and be safe from terrorism to continue enjoying our surfing lifestyle.  Whether the issue is terrorism against surf-
ers in Bali, or a job that allows a father to teach his daughter to surf on a Saturday in New Smyrna, the President 
gets my vote. 

 
In addition to these fundamental issues, however, I am sup-
porting George W. Bush because he will continue institut-
ing the policies that are making our coastal waters cleaner 
and our beaches more accessible to everyone.  When I surf 
in Newport or Bolsa Chica, I know that the water is much 
cleaner than when I was a kid body surfing in the 60’s.  With 
stringent EPA standards for bacterial pollution, a pledge to 
reclaim three million acres of wetlands, and 4.4 billion dol-
lars in the budget for conservation projects, the President 
will continue improving our coastal environment.  You may 
not agree with some of the President’s policies on their 
face, such as allowing snowmobiles back into Yosemite 
National Park.  But let me point out, it may not be Yosemite 
that radicals want restricted access to the next time.  Next 
time it could be Trestles and Old Mans, or Assateague 
Island that must be “protected”, this time from surfers.
 
I will continue to do my part as well.  As a member of the 
majority in the House, I will continue to advocate for the 
Global Ocean Observation System (GOOS).  This system 
will be a boon to scientists and surfers everywhere, allow-
ing for real-time water condition information to be posted 
on the Internet via a network of interconnected buoys and 
monitoring stations all over the world.  The coastal GOOS 
program is already operating in many areas, but we can 

expand its scope.  This system will someday include instantaneous detection and identification of pollution and 
its sources by nanotechnology in mobile mini-robots.  Sounds like science fiction?  Scientists and engineers on 
Catalina Island, in partnership with the federal government, are already developing the systems that will make 
it a reality.
 
This is the future of our shared coastlines that George W. Bush and I are working for; cleaner everyday and more 
accessible to everyone, accomplished by innovation and technology, not more restrictions.  There is simply no 
greater asset in the United States than our beaches and coastline.  Beaches bring enjoyment, comfort, recreation 
and commerce that benefit us all.  They must, and will continue to be, protected and enhanced for the enjoyment 
of every American.
 
This election represents a choice; a choice for more freedom or less.  The freedom from terrorist threats; the 
freedom to keep more of your money; the freedom to enjoy our public lands; and the freedom to surf more.  The 
choice, this year, is clear, it’s George W. Bush for surfers. 

To find out more about the environmental voting record of Congressman Rohrbacher and Congressman 
Pallone, as well as the rest of our elected officials in the House and Senate, visit the League of 
Conservation Voters National Environmental Scorecard at www.lcv.org/scorecard. 
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East Coast

After nearly a year of planning, the 
Virginia Beach Chapter of Surfrider 
Foundation implemented their 
storm drain stenciling campaign. 
Chapter activists held several logis-
tical meetings and divided the 
project up into geographic zones. 
Keeping in line with Surfrider 
Foundation volunteer recruitment 
principles each zone was headed 
by an area leader who was respon-
sible for recruiting volunteers, del-
egating duties, recording drain 
locations and tracking volunteer 
information required by the City of 
Virginia Beach. Thanks to the efforts 
of chapter activists area leaders 
Ari Lawrence, Mike Stewart, John 
Mock, Dana Sizemore, Julie Dunlap, 
Skip Jones, Hazel Zamparinim, Brett 
Copeland, Greg Simon and a host of 
volunteers, the chapter successfully 
labeled 1,428 drains in one day with 
vinyl/plastic discs that state “Only 
Rain Down the Storm Drain.”

Surfrider Foundation’s Eastern Long 
Island Chapter helped negotiate an 
agreement with New York State Park 
officials that allows surfing at Camp 
Hero. Under a new interim agree-
ment surfing is now legal at Camp 
Hero and gives surfers restricted 
access to the break, which is an 
important first step toward full-
unrestricted access.

Please join us in welcoming Jim Van 
Dyke, the new chairman of the Grand 
Strand Chapter (Myrtle Beach, SC). A 
surfer for over 40 years, Jim was an 
active member of the Jersey Shore 
Chapter before migrating south from 
Belmar, New Jersey to Myrtle Beach.

Congratulations as well to Christine 
Fletcher, newly elected Vice-Chair of 
Surfrider Foundation’s Capitol Chapter 
(Washington D.C.).
 

West Coast

On July 5th, over 1,000 volunteers in 
San Diego picked up 2 tons of trash 
left behind from 4th of July cel-
ebrations. Surfrider Foundation’s San 
Diego Chapter, along with Sun Diego 
Boardshops, sponsored the “Morning 
After Mess” in order to cleanup litter 
and raise awareness of the mess left on 
our beaches. Chapter activists and site 
leaders from I Love a Clean San Diego, 
Keep Del Mar Clean and the San Diego 
Baykeeper met at six different clean up 
sites throughout San Diego County.

“The event was a tremendous success, 
not only because of the number of vol-
unteers and tons of trash collected, but 
also because of the diversity of the vol-
unteers and public awareness that was 
raised. Volunteers consisted of families, 
youth groups and beach lovers of all 
ages,” said Bill Hickman of the San Diego 
Chapter of Surfrider Foundation.

Camp Hero State Park, near Montauk 
Point is home to some fickle yet pow-
erful point breaks. There is, however, 
one small problem: surfing is illegal in 
this and other New York State Parks in 
Montauk. In 2002, the Eastern Long Island 
Chapter (formally known as the Long 
Island Chapter) began a dialogue with 
Montauk State Parks Superintendent, 
Tom Dess and Long Island State Parks 
Regional Director, George Gorman. As 
a result, a Surfing Advisory Committee 
was created by chapter activists Eugene 
Alper, Jac Citera, Joe Giannini and Mike 
Angiullo.

After numerous meetings with Mr. 
Gorman and Mr. Dess, the chapter came 
close to a reluctant compromise. This 
agreement included partial time and 
area closures for a one-year interim 
period beginning in September '03. 
Surfrider Foundation’s goal remains to 
change written policy to include legal 
surfing access 365 days a year within 
the entire boundaries of Camp Hero 
from sunrise to sunset. The chapter will 
continue to pursue this goal.

Chapter NewsChapter News
By Ed Mazzarella 

David Pu’u

New York surfers must first obtain a permit before paddling 
out at Camp Hero 
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This past June, the South Orange 
County Chapter, Friends of the 
Foothills, and other coalition part-
ners turned out over 800 people 
for a Foothill-South extension 
toll road public hearing in Rancho 
Santa Margarita. Officials for the 
Transportation Corridor Agencies 
heard one speaker after another and 
members of at least two city councils 
took the podium to speak out against 
the proposed extension. 

The proposed 16-mile extension 
would connect the end of California 
241 east of Mission Viejo to San 
Clemente, with construction affecting 
up to 500 acres of wetlands and wild-
life habitat while running through the 
Donna O’Neill Land Conservancy and 
San Onofre State Park.

“The bottom line is that there’s real-
ly no demonstrated proof that this 
road is going to solve any long-term 
problems, “ stated Christopher Evans, 
former U.S. Executive Director of the 
Surfrider Foundation. “What the toll 
route will create”, Evans said, “is urban 
sprawl, diminished quality of life and 
an impaired environment.”

The Surfrider Foundation and Sierra 
Club along with other conservation 
organizations are opposed to the 
construction of the extension and 
all its proposed alignments. We will 
continue to work toward developing 
innovative, modern solutions that do 
not destroy our state parks and open 
spaces forever. 

Gigi Grazer, concerned Malibu resi-
dent and screenwriter of “Stepmom” 
(starring Julia Roberts and Susan 
Sarandon), contacted the Malibu 
Chapter on March 5 to get help pro-
tecting the delicate tide pools near 
her rental home adjacent to Malibu 
Lagoon State Beach.  The Grazer fam-
ily presented a donation with the 
hopes of developing signage to edu-
cate visitors on how to be responsible 
“tide poolers.”  The sign for Malibu 
Lagoon State Beach is in the final 
approval stages, and two more signs 
are being designed for Big Dume and 
Leo Carillo State Park tide pools. The 
Malibu Chapter is presently develop-
ing a Tide Pool Awareness program 
to continue this effort. http://www.
surfrider.org/malibu/tidepools.htm

In two other important chapter efforts, 
in July 2004, the California Coastal 
Commission (CCC) granted an “after-
the-fact” permit to Univision Television 
founder A. Jerrold Perenchio to continue 
operation of his 10-acre golf park adja-
cent to Malibu Lagoon.  As part of this 
permit, the CCC accepted four of the five 
recommendations made by the Malibu 
Chapter. The chapter also created a peti-
tion and collected over 2,000 signatures 
to urge the CCC to not allow the golf park 
to cause any harm to the lagoon and 
Surfrider Beach. The Malibu Chapter also 
attended and spoke at numerous city 
council meetings to support the efforts 
of Communities Organized Against 
Smoking and its Trash (COAST), result-
ing in 34 miles of smoke-free beaches 
from Dockweiler Beach north to the 
Los Angeles/Ventura County line.  “We 
wouldn’t be celebrating the establish-
ment of 34 miles of smoke-free coastline 
today if we didn’t have the Surfrider 
Foundation/ Malibu Chapter as a part-
ner…” said Robert Berger, Chair of the LA 
County Smoke-Free Beach Task Force. 

The Seattle Chapter kicked off its Blue 
Water Task Force Program on July 29th 
with sample collection and analysis train-
ing at Green Lake in Seattle.  The chapter 
now has over 10 trained samplers for 
its growing sampling program. Chapter 
Treasurer Sahsa Sicks and member Ken 
McNabb played key roles in providing 
training and support for this program. 
In addition, the chapter partnered with 
1000 Friends of Washington to provide 
public comment to the King County 
Planning Commission regarding the 
King County Critical Areas Ordinances.  
Surfrider Foundation comments focused 
on coastal habitat and measures to pro-
tect coastal water quality.

Thanks to the Grazer family, these new signs will soon be 
posted in tidal areas along Malibu Lagoon

Surfrider Foundation 
Welcomes New Development 

Director

In June of this year, the Surfrider 
Foundation welcomed Steve 
Blank as our new Development 
Director.  A graduate from Johns 
Hopkins University in Baltimore, 
Steve also received a Masters in 
International Business Manage-
ment from University of California 
San Diego.  Prior to joining the 
Surfrider Foundation, Steve spent 
five years in development at UCSD 
culminating in a position in the 
Health Sciences division focused 
on fundraising for the University’s 
two hospitals and a number of 
medical departments.  

“We are fortunate to have found 
someone with Steve’s experience,” 
said Interim Executive Director 
Michelle Kremer. “It is a great 
benefit to the fulfillment of the 
Surfrider Foundation's mission to 
have such a seasoned Development 
Director on staff.”

Steve is lifelong San Diegan and 
an avid surfer, sailor and fisher-
man.  

“This is an exciting opportunity to 
join a dynamic organization with 
a mission I am passionate about,” 
said Blank.  “I'm looking forward 
to working with the National staff, 
as well as the members, activ-
ists and donors to build on two 
decades of success and help posi-
tion the Surfrider Foundation for 
twenty more years of growth and 
progress.”

Welcome aboard Steve!
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There is a Sea Turtle on the Beach

beach is alive

Top left: A giant leatherback turtle comes ashore; Top right: Leatherback hatchlings; Below: Volunteers work to save a turtle trapped by pipes 
All photos courtesy of the Caribbean Conservation Corporation

Florida’s 825 miles of sandy beaches provide globally important nesting habitat for endangered and threatened 
sea turtles. Turtle nesting occurs in almost every coastal county with suitable habitat. On the state’s mid-Atlantic 
beaches nesting densities can exceed 1000 nests per kilometer per year. Sea turtle nesting also occurs in smaller 
numbers on beaches from North Carolina through Georgia.

In Florida during late summer and early fall, millions of half-dollar sized sea turtle hatchlings will emerge from 
40,000 to 80,000 nests laid on the dry sand of the beach. They will scramble down the beach to catch the out-
going surf. They will wander the Atlantic and the Gulf of Mexico, following oceanic currents for the next 20-30 
years, before returning to the same nesting beach as mature adults. Adult female loggerhead and green sea 
turtles, weighing an average of 275-350 pounds, lumber out of the surf late at night to lay their nests from May 
to October. Giant leatherback sea turtles, weighing 
from 500 to over 1000 pounds and averaging six 
feet in length, begin emerging from the ocean as 
early as February. It is awe inspiring to observe these 
relics of the dinosaur age emerge onto a dark, quiet 
beach that hours before may have been buzzing with 
tourists and vacationers. During nesting sea turtles 
dig huge body pits, depositing up to 120 eggs into 
an egg chamber dug in the center of the pit, and 
then, flailing sand over their backs, they cover and 
disguise their nests. After about an hour of digging, 
laying and covering their nests, the giant turtles, 
breathing deeply and resting occasionally, slowly 
crawl back toward the ocean. The bounty of eggs 
and hatchlings will feed beach predators such as rac-
coons, crabs, and birds. The transfer of nutrients from the turtle’s oceanic feeding grounds to the millions of eggs 
deposited on the beach plays a vital role in the ecology of the beach ecosystem. Recent findings by University of 
Florida researchers suggests that the eggs hold essential nutrients that strengthen vegetation along the shore and 
help preserve the dune system. According to sea turtle researcher Dr. Karen Bjorndal, “Sea Turtles provide a much 
greater quantity of nutrients to the dune system than other sources.”

Ed note: This is the fourth in a five part series on beach ecology. This month’s article was submitted by Gary Appelson, STSL 
Advocacy Coordinator for the Caribbean Conservation Corporation, the oldest and most accomplished sea turtle organization in 
the world.
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But the future looks precarious at best for these giant rep-
tiles. Almost 40% of Florida’s sandy beaches are in a state 
of “critical erosion,” due mainly to human activities. Coastal 
engineers in Florida estimate that up to 70% of the state’s 
coastal erosion is a result of inlets and inlet maintenance dis-
rupting the flow of sand along the shore. In addition people 
have built too close to the shoreline, drawing a line in the 
sand along which they battle the natural movement of the 
beach.

Two main engineering tactics are employed in Florida to 
protect upland structures from erosion. The first, coastal 
armoring or sea walls, will temporarily halt the erosion of 
sand from behind the wall. However, negative impacts to 
the beach/dune system can be dramatic.  Sea walls often 
help destroy a beach, increasing erosion down beach and 
eliminating viable turtle nesting habitat. 

The second tactic is beach fill, often called beach renourish-
ment, which involves dredging massive volumes of sand from 
off shore areas and pumping it through large pipes back to 
a beach where bulldozers shape it into a newly engineered 
beach. Florida has embarked on one of the most expensive 
and ambitious beach rebuilding schemes in history. While it 
has certain advantages over coastal armoring, dredging and 
filling a beach has its own set of potential damaging impacts 
to sea turtles. Off shore dredging equipment can suck up and 
kill sea turtles. If the sand color is too dark or too light the sex 
ratio of hatchlings can be skewed since sex is determined by 
sand temperature. Too coarse or compacted sand can inhibit 
nest digging or discourage nesting altogether. Beaches that 
are rebuilt too wide and flat can cause turtles to nest closer 
to the high tide line, resulting in nests being washed out. 
The issues become cloudier when looking at the impacts to 
offshore turtle foraging habitats such as sea grass beds and 
near shore reefs. The effects of repetitive siltation in these 
sensitive habitats are inadequately addressed.

With careful planning and monitoring of beach fill projects, 
some specific impacts to sea turtles can be minimized. If 
these projects are to be employed in the never-ending and 
costly battle to stabilize the shifting shore, they must be car-
ried out in the most environmentally sensitive manner pos-
sible, and cumulative impacts must be fully assessed. At the 
same time, local, state and the Federal agencies and elected 
officials must work to address the root causes of coastal ero-
sion, while aggressively pursuing alternatives to improper 
coastal development and large-scale sand dredging to main-
tain our beaches and the important ecology they support.

Looking to Our Future On Our Blue-Green Planet:  
An Interview with George Basile, Ph.D.

(continued from page 7)

MW: Moving back to individual actions, what does this 
mean?

G: There are three big buckets we can all think about to help 
move us in the right direction: Conservation, Substitution, 
and Humanization—better yet, let’s call them Productivity, 
Innovation, and Better Design. Recently, conservation has 
taken a beating. It should not be underestimated. The cur-
rent Administration has gone out of its way to say that 
energy conservation, for example, is not a significant plank 
for the future. Let’s reframe that. Think of it another way: 
conservation should be about getting more from less. That’s 
called increasing Productivity. Who’s against that! The key 
here is integrating the changes that the ocean is screaming 
to us about. Increased “Productivity” in energy, for example 
more energy from much less coal applied to products that 
need much less energy in the first place, gets mercury out of 
fish and us and decreases CO2 emissions that are changing 
the climate. Similarly, there are many persistent compounds 
that we need to move away from. These are things like PCBs 
and CFCs. They will just keep building up and cause prob-
lems. We need to develop substitutes. Another word for that 
is Innovation. Who’s against that! Again, we need to use the 
principles for working with Nature so that we don’t move out 
of one problem and into another (e.g. out of mercury-laden 
coal and into plutonium-laden nuclear power waste). Finally, 
humanization: That means a focus on meeting human needs 
so that what we have is really satisfying. Call it Better Design. 
Who’s against that! Often times we get what we want (e.g. 
a big powerful SUV, for example), but it comes with a lot of 
things we don’t (e.g. air pollution and tires that end up just 
piling up). We need to demand the services we want and be 
clear about what we don’t want. Again, the ocean has some 
clear directives for us.  

So who’s against higher Productivity, increased Innovation 
and Better Design? These are hallmarks of the American 
economy.  Again, the key is integrating right up front the 
picture of success that the ocean is making clear to us. These 
are also things that our leaders and policy do know how 
to act on. It’s up to us to make sure that they have all the 
facts about what we want, what we don’t want, and what 
we—and our ocean and beaches—think success looks like.

MW: What about Surfrider members and the organization, 
specifically—are we holding our fingers in the dike, or is 
there a way to move consistently forward?

G: You have a great story, powerful motivation, and the facts 
are on your side. With the clarity of vision we are getting 
from the ocean, our beaches and the planet, and with clear 
linkages to such common, but powerful, concepts as pro-
ductivity, innovation and design, it’s really just a matter of 
making a commitment to integrating the principles for suc-
cess I described and going for it. Surfrider members know 
all about that. It’s easier to ride with the wave of our ocean 
and it’s a lot more fun. Don’t underestimate the power of 
your voices or your choices—look at what we have done so 
far. Sure, you can think of a lot of challenges to success, but 
there are few reasons to not try. So, go out, vote and let the 
ocean be a guide.
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It might seem obvious that building close to 
the beach is precarious and damaging, but it 
is actually encouraged by several forces: exist-
ing beach stabilization schemes, like seawalls 
and renourishment, which give a false sense of 
security to new home builders; lax zoning laws, 
which define the beach as a narrower strip than 
it may truly be; and the National Flood Insurance 

Program, which extends government 
insurance to coastal homebuilders 
when private insurance companies 
wouldn’t dare.

While both Commissions have recom-
mended reforms for the National Flood 
Insurance Program and the US Army 
Corps of Engineers, who construct 
most of the beach stabilization, these 
measures do not exactly preserve 
beach access. Surfrider Foundation 
is taking a more active approach 
through its Beach Access Campaign. 
Among the goals of the Beach Access 
Campaign is a beach access point at 
least every half-mile in high popula-
tion areas and uninterrupted access 
along the beach. Some states with 
good beach access, like North Carolina 
and Hawaii, may already be meeting 
some of the goals; others, like Maine, 
with only one access point per ten 
miles on average, have a lot of work 
to do.

Because it is so variable, beach access 
will have to be tackled at the local and 
state level. And that’s one of Surfrider 
Foundation’s strengths. At the Blue 

Vision Conference, Surfrider Foundation was 
heralded by many as an example of an effective 
grassroots (or, seaweed, rather) organization. 
The other ocean activists were not the only ones 
to think that individuals or small groups are best 
suited to create lasting change. Commissioner 
Paul Sandifer felt that a new ocean ethic will 
take hold because of grassroots efforts, and 
California Representative Sam Farr stressed that 
true revolutions in America have always been 
“bottom-up.”

It is time to underscore the fact that the beach 
belongs to everyone, and to share what many of 
us know firsthand – that the ocean is a force that 
must be valued for both its beauty and its power. 

By Christine Fletcher, Capitol Chapter Vice Chair

In August, after two and a half years of work and on the heels of the 2003 
Pew Oceans Commission report, the US Commission on Ocean Policy issued 
its report, “An Ocean Blueprint for the 21st Century.” On the eve of the report’s 
release, hundreds of marine grassroots – or “seaweed” – activists gathered 
for the Blue Vision Conference in Washington, DC to discuss the reports’ 
findings and strategize about the implementation of the reports recom-
mendations. Among the attendees were Surfrider Foundation National 
Headquarters Director of Chapters, Ed Mazzarella, Surfrider Foundation Board 
of Directors, Chairman-
Dr. Michael Orbach and 
chapter members from 
DC-Adam Mendizabal, 
Christine Fletcher, Ed Eads, 
CA-Scott Tye, and NY-Joel 
Banslaben. The Surfrider 
Foundation’s Capitol 
Chapter organized a “State 
of the Beach Party” to allow 
attendees to socialize and 
unwind after a long day of 
meetings, and to promote 
the last piece of the report 
trilogy––Surfrider’s “State of 
the Beach 2004” report. Ed 
Mazzarella, sat on a panel 
discussion on “How We 
Build a Seaweed Campaign 
to Achieve an Oceans Act 
and Good Policies” and 
Michael Orbach led a dis-
cussion on the report’s 
findings and recommenda-
tions. In addition, chapter 
representatives actively 
participated in breakout 
segments and panel forum 
discussions.

The Pew Oceans Commission report asserts that the coasts, beaches, and 
oceans are a “public trust,” and the US Commission’s report states that, ideally, 
“The coasts would be attractive places…with clean water and beaches, [and] 
easy public access,” but access was not a major, or even minor, focus of either 
report. In contrast, Surfrider Foundation’s State of the Beach 2004 looked 
closely at the quantity and quality of beach access in every coastal state, and 
concluded that beach access is threatened in many cases. 

Public beach access is often limited or prohibited when private homes or 
developments are built very close to the beach. Development on or near the 
beach does more than just diminish public access – it can impair the health 
of the coastal ecosystem directly, by simultaneously removing important 
pieces of the ecosystem and adding more stressors. Naturally, once homes 
are close to the beach, homeowners are interested in preserving their 
property, often through erosion control or stabilization regimes that rarely 
prevent long-term disaster and may even degrade ecosystem functioning 
further (not to mention surf breaks).

Blue Vision Conference

Top: The Washington, D.C. Chapter takes a break dur-
ing the conference. Bottom: Clockwise from the top: 
Rod Rodgers, Ed Eads, Christine Fletcher, unidenti-
fied
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Surfing the Great Lakes
P.L. Strazz, 2nd Edition, Big Lauter Tun Books, 230 pgs

What a surprise that the year’s best book on surfing wasn’t 
written by a six-time world champion or a former magazine 
editor.  Instead it was written by Great Lakes surfing enthu-
siast P.L. Strazz. In Surfing The Great Lakes, Strazz chronicles 
the history and unique culture that has grown around the 
Great Lakes surfing community.  Not only does the book do a 
superb job of documenting the various surf spots throughout 
the region, it includes a host of interesting and often humor-
ous stories provided by surfers and other lake enthusiasts.  The 
book also contains tons of great photos of waves throughout 
the Great Lakes region, including a shot from Minnesota that 
could easily pass of a good day at Salt Creek.  This book is sure 

to fill even the most hardened Lunada Bay local with the spirit of aloha. - M.M.

Tribute to the Ocean, Vol. 1. 
CD, Various artists. Digalog Records

Major label A&R execs who are in a mad scramble to find 
the next Jack Johnson may want to save some time and 
pick up this music sampler from Digalog Records.  Tribute 
to the Ocean, Vol. 1 features a host of young singer/
songwriters, many of whom, like Johnson, are rooted 
in the surf scene.  Most of the songs bounce between 
breezy guitar tracks, like The Red West’s “Twenty-One” or 

Patrick Park’s “Your Smile’s A Drug”.  SoCal fave Matt Costa offers up an interesting 
cover of the theme song from the TV show MASH, though it isn’t quite representative 
of the quality of his other work. Still, stand out tracks like Xavier Rudd’s “Solace” 
and The White Buffalo’s rocking “The Pilot Song,” definitely make this an album to 
check out.  Available online at www.tributetotheocean.org.  All net proceeds from 
the album go to benefit Heal the Bay and the Surfrider Foundation.
- C.M.

Surf Science: An Introduction To Waves For Surfing
Tony Butt & Paul Russell with Rick Grigg, University of Hawaii Press, 142 pgs

One need only to stop by the Campaigns section on Surfrider 
Foundation’s website to understand the magnitude of threats 
facing our nation’s surf spots.  The very existence of surf 
spots such as Freight Train, Trestles, Newport River Jetties 
and Surfer’s Point are threatened due to various armoring or 
development projects.  To save our surf spots, we must first 
understand how they work. Surf Science: An Introduction To 
Waves For Surfing explains in simple, easy to understand fash-
ion, the dynamics behind wave creation, from how swells are 
generated to how topographical variables affect wave shape 
and quality.  For that reason alone, it should be a requisite 
read for all coastal activists concerned about beach and surf 

preservation. - M.M.
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Year End Giving

If you're like most people, you do your major giving 
toward the end of the year. Some do this for tax pur-
poses; others do it just in the spirit of the season.  

Before you ring in the New Year we hope you will consider 
making a gift to the Surfrider Foundation to help us in 
our efforts to protect and preserve the nation’s oceans, 
waves and beaches.  

Transfer of Securities

Many of us have assets in the form of stocks.  Whether 
these stocks have appreciated or depreciated in value this 
year, there are benefits to donating them to the Surfrider 
Foundation.  Stocks that have appreciated in value are a 
convenient way to give to the Surfrider Foundation.  As 
long as you have held them for at least one year, you can 
donate appreciated securities to Surfrider Foundation for 
their market value. Donors receive credit for the full mar-
ket value of the gift on the day it is made.  If your gift 
of stock, combined with other gifts, exceeds 30 percent 
of your adjusted gross income (the maximum deduction 
allowed for most appreciated securities gifts) the excess 
may be carried forward for up to five additional years.   
Donations of stock are exempt from capital-gains tax.  
However, please note that if donors first sell stocks in 
order to make a cash gift, they must pay capital-gains 
tax on the appreciation.

If you own stocks that have depreciated in value, you can 
still use them to make a gift to the Surfrider Foundation. 
In this case, it is best to sell depreciated stocks that 
have been held for at least one year, and then donate 
the cash proceeds. Donors then may claim a capital-loss 
on their tax return for the difference between what they 
paid for the stock and the price at which they stock was 
sold.  Donors will receive a charitable deduction for the 
full amount of their donation.

Tribute and Memorial Gifts

What better way to honor those people we love, admire 
and respect, than to make a charitable gift in their name. 
Whether you are making a birthday, graduation, anniver-
sary, holiday or memorial gift, simply log on to our secure 
donation page: www.surfrider.org/donate or contact us 
directly at 1-800-743-7873.  Our staff will take care of 
the rest.  Tribute or Memorial funds can be opened by 
friends, family members or anonymously. By giving to 
the Surfrider Foundation in honor of others, you can help 
us in our efforts on behalf of the nation’s oceans, waves 
and beaches.

Don’t Forget About Matching Gifts

Many employers sponsor matching gift programs and will match any charita-
ble contributions made by their employees. Most companies match dollar for 
dollar, and some will double or triple match donors' gifts. To find out if your 
company has a matching gift policy, please contact your company’s human 
resources department or email us at membership@surfrider.org.  If your gift 
is eligible, simply request a matching gift form from your employer, and 
send your signed and completed form, along with your gift, to:  Surfrider 
Foundation, P.O. Box 6010 San Clemente, CA 92674-6010.

For more information on any of the donation programs listed above, or to 
simply make year-end donation online, visit our secure online giving page: 
www.surfrider.org/donate.  

Surfrider Foundation Member Benefits

In addition to working to protect and pre-
serve our oceans, waves and beaches, did you 
know that being a member of the Surfrider 
Foundation has additional benefits?  Here are 
some examples of exclusive discounts avail-
able to Surfrider Foundation members:

Checking the waves? Sign up for a premium membership Surfline and save 
$10 off the regular price.  As a premium 
member you get a full year of continuous 
access to Surfline's live streaming web-
cams, accurate long range surf forecasts 
and LOLA, the world's only global surf 
forecasting tool.  What’s more––for every Surfrider Foundation membership, 
Surfline will donate an additional $10 to the Foundation! Don’t wait––sign 
up today at www.surfline.com!  

Renting a car? Beginning this fall, all new 
and renewing Surfrider Foundation-dation 
members will be receiving an AVIS Rent A 
Car discount card with their membership 
packages. Simply use the special Surfrider 
Foundation ARC# when making your reser-
vation to receive a discount on your next rental car purchase.  Foundation 
members can save at any one of the hundreds of AVIS Rent A Car locations 
across the United States. 

Looking for a loan?  As a Surfrider Foundation member, you are eligible 
to become a member of the Western Federal Credit Union. With branches 
in Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Texas, Utah, Virginia and 
Washington, Western Federal Credit Union offers competitive consumer 
loans and outstanding banking services.  Visit www.western.org for more 
information. 

Go to www.surfrider.org to check additional membership benefits and part-
nerships available to Surfrider Foundation members.  If you have any ques-
tions feel free to contact the Membership Department at 1-800-743-SURF.

Membership Update
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On behalf of the world’s oceans, waves and beaches, the 
Surfrider Foundation wishes to thank the following indi-
viduals, foundations, and corporations for their generous 
support received between July 1, 2004 - Aug. 31, 2004.

  

$100.000 – 250.000

The Offield Family Foundation

David And Lucile Packard Foundation              

$25,000 – $49,999

Billabong

Curtis & Edith Munson Foundation

$10,000 – $24,999

Rob Bourdon

Earth Share National

$5,000 – $9,999

Jeffrey Labbe

The Norcross Wildlife Foundation, Inc.

Warrant of the West Basin Municipal Water 

District

$1,000 – $2,499

Ralph & Elizabeth Begley

Scott Boldvich

Carmel High School

Darrick Cook

Mike Doherty

Tom Doyle

Elliot & Pascale Evers

Joseph B. Gould Foundation

Jenefer Gross

Grey Hecht

Chris & Rob Holub

Dave Jester

David Leboff

Low Pressure                  

National Charity Support Foundation

Sean Nevett

Mark O'Toole

$1,000 – $2,499  (cont.)

Lisa Paulsen

Dave Pektas

Leonard Ralys

Ron Jon Surf Shop in Cocoa Beach          

Lew Scott

Michael Tubridy

Frank Watkins

Chris Zamoscianyk

New and Renewing 2000 Club Members

Jon Sundt

In-Kind Donations

Barz Optics

Billabong

Gath Headgear

Mitch Lairscey

Milnorpictures.com

Memorial Funds

Gil Aja Memorial Fund

Kate Becket Memorial Fund

Tim Dowell

Ed Johnson

The Charles J. Mailman M.D. Memorial Fund

Richard Meyer Foundation

Loren Pawling

The Rik Weiss Memorial Fund

J. Lee William Memorial Fund

Donations Made In Honor/Tribute

In honor of the Loomis’ Wedding

In tribute to Derrek & Amy Ransford’s wed-

ding

Surfrider Foundation 
Member Benefits Program

New and Renewing Retail Program members 

MotoMat - Los Angeles, CA

Chef Ed's Seaside Grill - Belmar, NJ

Chicks Dig It! - Pacific Palisades, CA

Tradeshow Trish Transportation - Corona Del Mar, CA

Flexcar - Nationwide

Blue Sky Surf Shop - St. Augustine, FL

One Mountain - Bellingham, WA

Proffer Financial Mortgage - San Diego, CA

Aloha Spirit - San Clemente, CA

The Camp Project/The Lab - Costa Mesa, CA

Mike Fake, Proffer Financial Mortgage - San Diego, CA

CHINGON Gear & Accessories - San Diego, CA

The South Spirit - Solana Beach, Ca

Jonny Sands - Crestwood, KY

Jeff Nett, Amerihome Mortgage - San Diego, CA

Michael Bloch, Sherman and Boone Associates - 
Capitola, CA 
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Surfrider Foundation members can show 
their current membership card to receive 
discounts or special incentives at selected 
restaurants, hotels, retailers and service 
providers across the United States and 
Puerto Rico. By patronizing these busi-
nesses, you help them to support the 
Surfrider Foundation. To find your local 
participating retailer, please visit our 
website at:

www.surfrider.org/retailers.

Membership Partners

Longboard Magazine

SG Magazine

Surfer Magazine / Billabong

Surfer’s Path / Reef

Surfline / Billabong

Swell / OP

Western Federal Credit Union
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A Non-Profit Organization
P.O. Box 6010

San Clemente, CA 92674-6010

Address Service Requested
Forward Service Guaranteed

SAN DIEGO
Brian Woodward
P.O. Box 1511
Solana Beach, CA 92075
(858) 792-9940

SAN FRANCISCO
Sean Gibson
PO Box 320146
San Francisco, CA 
94132-0336
(415) 665-4155

SAN LUIS BAY
Matthew Fleming
P.O. Box 3406
Pismo Beach, CA 93448
(805) 771-9134

SAN MATEO
Ed Larenas
P.O. Box 1034 
Moss Beach, CA 94304
(650) 728-5067

SANTA BARBARA
Ken Palley
P.O. Box 21703
Santa Barbara, CA 93121
(805) 899-BLUE

SANTA CRUZ
Chair
P.O. Box 3968
Santa Cruz, CA 95063
(831) 423-7667

SONOMA COAST
Steve Walters
P.O. Box 138
Bodega, CA 94922
(707) 332-1083
Sonoma@surfrider.org

SOUTH BAY
P.O. Box 3825
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266
(310) 535-3116

VENTURA
Curt Montague
239 W. Main St.
Ventura, CA 93001
(805) 667-2222

Connecticut
Contact Ed Mazzarella 
(949) 492-8170

Delaware
Re-organizing
Contact Ed Mazzarella 949.492-
8170
emazzarella@surfrider.org

District of Columbia
WASHINGTON DC 
CAPITAL CHAPTER
Christine Flecther
4900 Battery Lame #402

Florida
FIRST COAST
(Jacksonville Beach & 
St Augustine) 
Scott Shine
PO. Box 51225
Jacksonville Beach, FL. 
32240-1225
904. 343-8325 
Scott@jaxsurfrider.org

GAINESVILLE
Re-organizing
Contact Ed Mazzarella
emazzarella@surfrider.org

PALM BEACH COUNTY
James Cecil
401 Ebbtide Drive
North Palm Beach, FL 33408
(561) 889-6196

ORLANDO
Kevin Anderson
152 Stone Gable Circle
Winter Springs, FL 32708
(407) 718-5952

SEBASTIAN INLET
Greg Gordon
PO. Box 372067
Satellite Beach, FL. 32937
321. 799-2377 ggordon3@cfl.
rr.com

SOUTH FLORIDA
Wyatt Porter-Brown
58 NE 92nd Street
Miami Shores, FL 33138
Surfridermiami@yahoo.com

SUNCOAST CHAPTER
Re-organizing
Contact Ed Mazzarella 
(949) 492-8170
emazzarella@surfrider.org

Hawaii
MAUI
PO Box 790549
Paia, HI 96779

OAHU
P.O. Box 356
Haleiwa, HI 96712

Lake Michigan
LAKE MICHIGAN ORGANIZING 
COMMITTEE
Rick Boss
149 Vanderveen
Holland, MI 49424
Surfriderlakemi@yahoo.com

Maine
NORTHERN NEW ENGLAND
PO Box 551
Portland, ME 04112
(207) 653-8951

Maryland
OCEAN CITY
Chair
PO Box 3342, 
Ocean City MD 21843
(410) 208-1415

Massachusetts
BOSTON
Elizabeth Fuller
P.O. Box 462 Astor Station
Boston, MA 02123-0462
Massachusetts@surfrider.org

New Jersey
JERSEY SHORE
John Weber
PO. Box 760
Belmar, NJ 07719-0760
www.surfrider.org/jerseyshore

SOUTH JERSEY 
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
Steve Mullen
46 Northfield Save.
Northfield, NJ 08225
(609) 485-0217

New York
NEW YORK CITY 
Joel Banslaben
PO Box 257
NY, NY 10014-0257
(917) 362-2693
Surfridernyc@surfrider.org

LONG ISLAND
Eugene Alper
P.O. Box 2681
Amagansett, NY 11930
(631) 329-4012

CENTRAL LONG ISLAND
9 Hawthrone Avenue
West Babylon, NY 11704
Robert Cullen
631. 669-6651 
Cullenphish@aolc.om

North Carolina
CAPE FEAR
Sean Ahlum, ahlums@uncw.edu 
Erin Diener, eringobragh98@yahoo.
com

OUTER BANKS
Joan Van Newenhizen
PO. Box 1576
Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948
(252) 491-8639

TOPSAIL
Mike Gallant
P.O. Box 4068
Surf City, Topsail Island 
NC 28445
(910) 328-3147

Oregon
PACIFIC CITY
Bryan Bates  
PO Box 722 
Pacific City, OR  97135 

(503) 965-7873

CENTRAL OREGON
Matt Baker
16 NW Kansas Avenue
Bend, OR 97701
(541) 317-5778

PORTLAND 
Rob Williams
4236 SE Salmon St. D
Portland, OR. 97215
rideoutas@hotmail.com

SOUTH COAST 
Donnie and Carmen Conn 
(541) 888-0710 
91382 GRINNELL LANE 
COOS BAY, OR  97420 

Puerto Rico
RINCÓN ORGANIZING 
COMMITTEE
P.O. Box 1833
Rincón, PR 00677
Salvatrespalmas@yahoo.com
(787) 823-2784

Rhode Island
P.O. Box #43
Narragansett, RI  02882 
(401) 364-9444
www.risurfrider.org
info@risurfrider.org.

South Carolina
MYRTLE BEACH
6 Settlers Drive
Myrtle Beach, SC 29577
(843) 626-8822
Surfridermb@aol.com

CHARLESTON 
Peter Beck
P.O. Box 841
Folly Beach, SC 29439
www.surfrider.org/charleston

Texas
TEXAS CHAPTER
John Lumley
P.O. Box 563
Liberty, TX 77575
(936) 336-5428

CENTRAL TEXAS
Theron Stanley
P.O. Box 684126
Austin, TX.78768
(512) 415-6816

TEXAS COASTAL BEND 
Chris Burnett
3226 Keltic Drive
Corpus Christi, TX 78414
361.993-7676
surfridertxcbc@yahoo.com

Virginia
VIRGINIA BEACH
Ari Lawerence
PO. Box 391
Virginia Beach, VA. 23458 (757) 
491-0640
Srfvabch@yahoo.com

Washington
NORTHWEST STRAITS
C/O Jen Prince
5860 Milwaukee
Bellingham, WA 98226

SEATTLE  
C/O Sasha Sicks
2172 NW Boulder Way Dr.
Issaquah, WA 98027

OLYMPIC PENINSULA 
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
Frank Crippen
C/O NxNW SURF CO
902 S Lincoln St
Port Angeles WA 98362
360-452-5144
frank@nxnwsurf.com

Pacific Northwest 
Regional Office
Kevin Ranker
PO Box 3354
Friday Harbor, WA 98250
Phone: (360) 378-1091
Fax: (360) 378-1092

International 
Affiliates

Australia
17 Murraba Street
Currumbin QLD 4223
P.O. Box 266
Burleigh Heads, QLD 4220
Info@surfrider.org.au
Phone: 61-07-5534-2855
Fax: 61-07-5534-2866

Brazil
Rua Frei Tomas, 20
Rio de Janerio, Brazil 
RJ 22610-290
5521-2422-8229

Canada
Tofino Canada 
Organizing Committee
Dawn Alex
Box 915 Tofino, BC
Canada V0R-2Z0
Surfridercanada@hotmail.com

Europe
Stephane Latxague
120 avenue de Verdun
64200 Biarritz, France
33-5-59-23-54-99

Japan
Masuo Ueda
P.O.Box 14
Kamogawa, Chiba 296-8799
phone:81-4709-3-5302
www.surfrider.gr.jp http://www.
surfrider.gr.jp
e-mail: sfj@surfrider.gr.jp
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The SIMA environmen-
tal fund generously sup-
ports the work of Surfrider 
Foundation.

Alaska
WILDCOAST ORGANIZING 
COMMITTEE
Kris Balliet
425 G. St. Suite 400
Anchorage, AK 99501
907-258-9922
orca@acsalaska.net

California
CRESCENT CITY 
Michael Schaefer
1720 Ashford Road
Crescent City, CA 95531
(707) 458-9615

HUMBOLDT
Jess Barreilles
P.O. Box 4605
Arcata, CA 95521
(707) 616-5852

HUNTINGTON/
SEAL BEACH
Gary Sargent
P.O. Box 878
Huntington Bch., CA 92648
(562) 438-6994

ISLA VISTA
6835 Pasado
Isla Vista, CA 93117
(805) 685-1158
Ivsurfrider@hotmail.com

LAGUNA BEACH
Rick Wilson
668 N. Coast Hwy #266
Laguna Beach, CA 92651
(949) 631-6273

LONG BEACH
Gordon Labedz
P.O. Box 14627
Long Beach, CA 90853
(562) 433-4323

MALIBU
P.O. Box 953
Malibu, CA 90265-7953
(310) 451-1010

MARIN COUNTY
Scott Tye 
P.O. Box 1171
Larkspur, CA 94939
(415) 868-9445

MONTEREY
Chris Smith
443 Lighthouse Avenue
Monterey, CA 93940
(831) 375-5015

NEWPORT BEACH
Nancy Gardner
323 Jasmine
Corona del Mar, CA 92625
(949) 631-6273

SOUTH COUNTY
Mark Cousineau
P.O. Box 865
San Clemente, CA 92674




